
 
 
 
October 17, 2012 
  
Ms. Rosslynn Ali, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue Southwest  
Washington, DC 20202 
Via: email 
 
 RE: Florida Board of Education’s Race-based Goals Regarding the No Child Left Behind Waiver 
 
Dear Madame Assistant Secretary Ali, 
 
I have had the pleasure of meeting with you in March 2011 when I was honored as a White House 

Champion of Change and in passing at other times both here in Hillsborough County, Florida and other 

national venues.  During those encounters I gained a faith that you believe every student can learn and 

every child can succeed.  It is for that reason I am asking for your help in addressing what I view as an 

unacceptable portion of the Florida Board of Education’s recently released 2012 – 2018 Strategic Plan. 

 

The Board has set goals for how many students will reach proficiency based on their race (see page 11 of 

the attached PDF for exact goals).  This practice concerns me for several reasons.  Although, I fully 

recognize an achievement gap for children of color exists, this is a case of correlation and not causation.  

Setting goals based on skin color implies it somehow effects what is being measured. I believe that long 

ago our nation abandoned this type of view on race.  The focus needs to be on factors that are actually a 

barrier to student achievement such as living in poverty.  Even then I am not sure we want to say the 

best we can do six years from now is to think that a full 27% of children achieving below grade level is 

acceptable. When confronted with the overtly racist tone of this plan, the Florida Board of Education 

repeatedly blamed their actions on the NCLB Waiver and the United States Department of Education 

(see news clip file attached). We understand the value of viewing the disaggregate progress of 

subgroups. However, we do not believe it was the intent of the NCLB Waiver to set high expectations 

for schools serving children identified as Asian, White or American Indian and low expectations for 

schools populated by Hispanic and African-American children. 
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As a principal in the parent-driven advocacy group, Fund Education Now, I am part of a growing number 

of authentic and engaged parents who are questioning actions like this. We find it impossible to believe 

that the US DOE would support open academic segregation of children based on race. 

   

We are not unaware that subgroups of children when broken down by demographic information 

currently have different numbers that have been measured to reach proficiency.  I also understand that 

recognizing that reality is a step to addressing it.  However, once the well documented achievement gap 

is acknowledged, the goal should be to put in place known strategies that help level the playing field and 

provide every child the opportunity to succeed.  As I read this plan put forward by the Board, the State 

of Florida has now codified low expectations, not for students, but for the education that serves them.  

What they have put into writing is that nearly 30% of our children are an acceptable loss.  It is almost 

the antithesis of “No Child Left Behind” with the Board publicly stating that they plan to leave a 

generation of children behind based on the color of their skin. 

 

Any information you could provide that helps me and my colleagues to understand how a plan like this 

would be a way to support students in need and not an institutionalization of low expectations and 

unacceptable race based excuses would be appreciated. Children are going to be hurt and schools are 

going to bear the weight of explaining to parents why the state of Florida has chosen to see the skin 

color of their child, not the human being. I hope to hear from you soon. 

 

Thank you for your interest in this matter.  

Kind regards, 

Melissa J. Erickson  
Principal, Fund Education Now 
 
 
 


