
 

 

 

 

October 14, 2015 
 
The Honorable Rick Scott 
Florida Governor 
PL 05, The Capitol 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0100 
 
Dear Governor Scott: 
 
I respectfully request that you issue an executive order suspending the use of 2014-2015 FSA 
data for school grades and teacher evaluations. 
 
Schools throughout the state experienced testing disruptions during the computer-based Florida 
Standards Assessment.  Pasco County students suffered through denial of service attacks, 
blank screens, inability to sign on, and unexpected interruptions in the middle of test 
administration.  Students lost up to three days of testing because of these technical issues. 
 
Over the last few weeks, I have stood with superintendents and school leaders across the state 
to declare our lack of confidence in the FSA results.  The independent review raised as many 
questions as it answered.  Most importantly, there is no viable way to calculate student gains on 
the FSA as required by Florida law. 
 
I completely support education accountability.  Students should be tested on their mastery of 
standards and student learning gains should be a factor in teacher evaluations.  It is equally 
important that school boards and superintendents be held accountable for the performance of 
their students and staff.  But the system for holding schools accountable must be fair, reliable 
and transparent.  
 
For the reasons above, and because our students and teachers deserve to have their school 
grades accurately reflect their teaching and learning, the only fair thing to do is to use the results 
of the 2015 FSA as our baseline for calculating school grades and teacher VAM scores, and 
issue grades that include learning gains starting with the 2016 FSA administration.  An 
accountability system must truly reflect what students have learned from one year to the next, 
and any school grades issued based on the 2014-2015 FSA results will not do that.  To do 
otherwise will have an adverse economic impact on the state of Florida and our communities. 
 
Governor, you have sole authority to set the Florida accountability system ship back on the right 
course by issuing an executive order suspending the use of 2014-2015 FSA results for teacher 
evaluations and school grades.  By slowing down and waiting to use FSA results until we can 
measure student gains, we can regain Florida’s status as the leader in school accountability. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of this very important matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kurt S. Browning 
Superintendent of Schools 


